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ST FRANCIS PARISH

NEWSLETTER
H
oly

First reading:  Isaiah 66: 10-14

Second reading:  Galatians 6: 14-18

Gospel: Luke 10: 1-12, 17-20

St Francis Parish Halstead online:

Date Time & Location Intentions

Saturday 5th July
St Anthony Zaccaria, Priest

6pm Vigil Mass Health and wellbeing of all 

Sunday 6th July
14th Sunday

9am Mass St Nicholas Wellbeing of sea workers 

Sunday 6th July
14th Sunday

11am Mass Halstead Health and wellbeing of all 

Monday 7th July No Mass The sanctuary light prayer 
intention is for the health and 
Wellbeing of Obert and 
Juliana Chipato

Tuesday 8th July No Mass

Wednesday 9th July No Mass

Thursday 10th July No Mass

Friday 11th July
St Benedict

Exposition and 
benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament @8:30 
and Mass @9:30.  
 

Mass	@	11.00	am	St	Francis	of	Assisi	–	Before	Mass	each	Saturday	@	5.15	pm	The	Sacrament	of	
Reconcilia@on	–	Parish	Rosary	at	5:30,	(Please	contact	Fr	Felix	directly	to	book	a	date/@me	for	

reconcilia@on)	
(Tel	01787	472477	/	halstead@brcdt.org).	

mailto:halstead@dioceseofbrentwood.org


4TH JULY FOURTEENTH SUNDAY

2

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT: 

!  Next Sunday, we shall take a collection for 
Stella Maris (Apostolate of Sea Farers).	

!  There will be a meeting of St Vincent De 
Paul Group on Thursday the 10th of July at 
7 pm at the presbytery. New and 
intending members are welcomed	

!  We are calling for sponsorship for the 
sanctuary lights for 2025. Write your 
intention and hand it to Fr. Felix. 	

!  We need new choristers and youth club 
coordinators. If you feel called, please 
speak with Fr. Felix	

The parish has a Facebook page that gets updated 
daily with Mass readings and other items of 
information.  

https://www.facebook.com/Stfrancishalsteadparish/ 

• If you recently joined our parish, we would 
like to have your name registered in our 
records. Please pick up a form at the back, 
fill it and return it to me or drop it at the 
back of the church. 	

• It will be beneficial for you to identify with 
an aspect of our parish life by committing 
your time and resources to the good of our 
parish. We need reinforcements on our 
volunteer team. If you would like to join our 
Extraordinary Ministers of the Holy 
Eucharist, please speak to Fr. Felix.	

• We are still in need of new Mass readers, a 
fundraising team, social organisers, church 
cleaners, gardeners, and youth club 
organisers. If you can, please help us.	

• It is a wholesome thought to pray for the 
dead (2 Maccabees 12:46). Consider 
offering a Mass for your departed loved 
ones and also for the living. It seems the 
culture of offering Masses in our parish is 
fading. Pick a form at the church's back and 
fill out your intentions.	

• There is a chance for communion of the 
sick at homes for the housebound. Please 

let me know if any parishioners require a 
visit.	

• It costs approximately £4,000 monthly to 
run our parish. Please consider sending an 
offering or a standing order to the parish. 
You can also make a donation to St. Francis 
of Assisi Church. Sort code: 40-13-22. 
Account Number:71387014 	

• Everyone is welcome to participate in the 
Sanctuary Light sponsorship for 2024. You 
have the option to contribute £5.00 
towards our weekly prayers for your 
specific intentions. Many thanks to those 
who signed up last year.	

• Candles/ votive: £0.00	

• Weekend collection: £319.02	

• Mass intention for June: £25.00	

• Second collection for Peters Pence: £108.95	

• Many thanks for your generosity to the 
parish.	

• The Holy Water font is now available for us 
to use. From the tap, take some home for 
your use. Before using, please let Fr. Felix 
know. Feel free to bless yourself with the 
Holy Water font; however, sanitise your 
hands before use to minimise the risk of 
possible infection. 

• For Your Diary 
The next Youth Club is to be held on 26th 
July at 10am - we aim to hold one every last 
Saturday of the month.	

 	

Father 
Felix

https://www.facebook.com/Stfrancishalsteadparish/
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Meditation: What kind of harvest does the 
Lord Jesus want us to reap today for his 
kingdom of truth, light, and righteousness? 
When Jesus commissioned seventy of his 
disciples to go on mission, he gave them a 
vision of a vast field that is ready to be 
harvested for the kingdom of God. Jesus 
frequently used the image of a harvest to 
convey the coming of God's reign on earth. 
The harvest is the fruition of much labor and 
growth - beginning with the sowing of seeds, 
then growth to maturity, and finally the 
reaping of fruit for the harvest.

God's word grows like a seed within us
In like manner, the word of God is sown in 
the hearts of receptive men and women who 
hear his word, accept it with trust and 
obedience, and then share the abundant fruit 
of God's word in their life with others. The 
harvest Jesus had in mind was not only the 
gathering in of the people of Israel, but all the 
peoples (and nations) of the world. John the 
Evangelist tells us that "God so loved the world 
that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 
life" (John 3:16).

Be a sower of God's word of peace 
and mercy
What does Jesus mean when he says his 
disciples must be "lambs in the midst of 
wolves"? The prophet Isaiah foretold a time 
when wolves and lambs will dwell in peace 
(Isaiah 11:6 and 65:25). This certainly refers to 
the second coming of the Lord Jesus when all 
will be united under the Lordship of Jesus 
after he has put down all of his enemies and 
established the full reign of God over all the 
heavens and the earth. In the meantime, the 
disciples must expect opposition and 
persecution from those who would oppose 
the Gospel. Jesus came to set us free from 
the power of sin, Satan, and death by laying 
down his life for us as our sacrificial lamb 
(John 1:29), to atone for our sins and the sins 
of the world. We, in turn, must be willing to 
offer our lives with gratitude and humble 
service for our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.

We are called to speak and witness in 
God's name
What is the significance of Jesus appointing 
seventy disciples to the ministry of the word? 
Seventy was a significant number in biblical times. 
Moses chose seventy elders to help him in the 
task of leading the people through the wilderness. 
The Jewish Sanhedrin, the governing council for 
the nation of Israel, was composed of seventy 
members. In Jesus' times seventy was held to be 
the number of nations throughout the world. 
Jesus commissioned the seventy to a two-fold task 
- to speak in his name and to act with his power.

Jesus gave his disciples instructions for how they 
were to carry out their ministry. They must go 
and serve others without guile (free of deceit and 
craftiness), full of charity (selfless giving in love for 
the good of others), peace, and simplicity. They 
must give their full attention to the proclamation 
of God's kingdom and not be diverted by other 
lesser things. They must travel light - only take 
what was essential and leave behind whatever 
would distract them - in order to concentrate on 
the task of speaking the word of the God. They 
must do their work, not for what they can get out 
of it, but for what they can give freely to others, 
without expecting reward or payment. "Poverty of 
spirit" frees us from greed and preoccupation 
with possessions and makes ample room for 
God's provision. The Lord Jesus wants his disciples 
to be dependent on him and not on themselves.

Jesus ends his instructions with a warning: If 
people reject God's invitation and refuse his word, 
then they bring condemnation on themselves. 
When God gives us his word there comes with it 
the great responsibility to respond. Indifference 
will not do. We are either for or against God in 
how we respond to his word.

Our true source of joy comes from God 
who saves us
Why does Jesus tell his disciples to not take joy in 
their own successes, even spiritual ones? Jesus 
makes clear that the true source of joy is God, 
and God alone (he created us in his own image 
and likeness - Genesis 1:26-27). Regardless of the 
circumstances, in good times and bad times, in 
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Please come along on July 12th and 
enjoy a night out with music and 
fellowship. It’s not all about raising 
funds and could be a good 
opportunity to get to know each 
other and have some fun too. 
Entrance by ticket £5pp which are 
for sale after masses at Halstead 
and Castle. Full details below. We 
look forward to seeing you!
Julia

success or loss, God always assures us of 
victory in the Lord Jesus Christ (1 
Corinthians 15:57). Jesus assures his disciples 
that he has all power over evil, including 
power over Satan and the evil spirits or fallen 
angels who conspire against us. Scripture tells 
us that Jesus came into the world to 
overthrow the evil one (John 12:31). We, too, 
as disciples of the Lord Jesus have been given 
spiritual authority and power for overcoming 
the works of darkness and evil (1 John 
2:13-14).

God gives us his life-giving word that we may 
have abundant life and joy in him. He wills to 
work in and through each one of us for his 
own glory. God shares his all-powerful word 
with us and he commissions us to speak it 
boldly and plainly to others. Do you witness 
the truth and joy of the Gospel by word and 
example to those around you?
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The straw man logical fallacy:

"Catholics worship Mary and the saints instead of 
God."

This misrepresents Catholic doctrine, which 
states that worship is due to God alone, while 
honour may be given to saints and Mary.

https://www.medjugorje.org/
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